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COST OF TUBERCULOSIS. 


In Ohio, there are 20 deaths from tuberculosis every day through- 
out the year. 

According to official statistics in 1912 there were 6,760 deaths 
in Ohio from all forms of tuberculosis ; in 1911, 7,093 deaths; in 1910, 
7,179 deaths and in 1909, 6,844 deaths. The number of deaths in 
Ohio from all causes total about 65,000 each year. 

One out of every ten deaths in Ohio is due to tuberculosis. One- 
third of all deaths between the ages of 15 and 50 in this state are 
due to tuberculosis. 

The average length of illness in tuberculosis is three years. 

Three years of sickness for the average wage-earner spells pri- 
vation, pitiful despondency and poverty. Who can measure the 
amount of suffering in the families, or among the relatives and friends, 
of the 7,000 individuals who die from this disease in Ohio? 

There is another side to the cost of tuberculosis. That is the 
economic loss to the community. The majority of deaths from tuber- 
culosis occur at the most valuable period of a person’s life, the 
working, the productive period, the age when the life of the indi- 
vidual is of the greatest economic value and his death of the greatest 
economic loss to the community. It has been estimated that the ac- 
tual economic loss per annum to the people of the state of Ohio due to 
tuberculosis is about $25,000,000.00. 


NO SEED — NO PLANT. 


Every planter of seeds is careful to see to it that his supply of 
seeds is such as will give promise of germinating, growing, maturing 
and reproducing. He is also careful to see to it that the soil in which 
he plants the seed is of such a character as will favor the development 
of the seed into a plant and the production of seeds for future plant- 
ing. These two elements—a proper seed and a proper soil—are the 
basis of all reproduction in nature. 


NO GERM—NO TUBERCULOSIS. 


So it is with tuberculosis, There can be no tuberculosis without 
the germ, called the tubercle bacillus. This germ is the cause of 


3 


4 


every case of tuberculosis found in any community. When a person 
is run-down physically, due to lack of sleep, insufficient or improper 
food, wlness, lack of exercise, lack of fresh air, or worry, then the 
germ finds the proper soil in which to grow. 

Tuberculosis is not hereditary. The seeds are spread in any 
community in the same manner that a farmer sows his seeds ina 


field. 
THE REMEDY. 


There are two methods that can be adopted in the fight against 
tuberculosis—one is to directly attack the germ itself, which can be 
done by the control of the tuberculous individual and his sputum, 
which is the direct source of the danger ;—the other is to attack the 
disease indirectly by eliminating conditions which make a favorable 
soil for tubercle bacillus. 


The laws which follow have been passed by the General Assem- 
bly of Ohio in the hope that the local communities in the State may 
so organize their fight against tuberculosis along both the direct ‘at- 
tack, by erecting hospitals, and the indirect attack, by employing vis- 
iting nurses. 


TUBERCULOSIS HOSPITALS. 


Section 3139. Patients shall not be kept at infirmary. On and 
after January first, nineteen hundred and fourteen, no person sut- 
fering from pulmonary tuberculosis, commonly known as consumption, 
shall be kept in any county infirmary. (100 v. 86, as amended April 
17, 1913.) 

Section 3140. Maintenance in hospital; costs. Whenever 
complaint is made to the state board of health that a person is being 
kept or maintained in any county infirmary in violation of section 3139 
of this act, such state board of health may make arrangements for the 
maintenance of such person in some hospital or other institution in this 
state devoted to the care and treatment of cases of tuberculosis, and 
the cost of removal to, and the cost of maintenance of, such person in 
such hospital or institution shall become a legal charge against, and be 
paid by the county in which such person has a legal residence. If such 
person is not a legal resident of this state, then such expense shall be 
paid by the county maintaining the infirmary from which removal is 
made. (100 v. 86, as amended April 17, 1913.) 

Section 3141. How hospitals shall be supported. In any 
county where a county hospital for tuberculosis has been erected such 
county hospital for tuberculosis may be maintained by the county com- 
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missioners, and for the purpose of maintaining such hospital the county 
commissioners shall annually levy a tax and set aside the sum necessary 
for such maintenance. Such sum shall not be used for any other pur- 
pose. (100 v. 86, as amended April 17, 1913.) 


Section 3142. Accounts to be kept. An accurate account 
shall be kept of all moneys received from patients or ‘rom other 
sources, which shall be applied towards the payment of maintaining a 
tuberculosis hospital. The joint board of commissioners, as hereinafter 
provided for, may receive for the use of the hospital, in its name gifts, 
legacies, devises, conveyances of real or personal property or money. 
(100 v. 86, as amended April 17, 1913.) 

Section 3143. Commissioners may contract with other county 
or trustees, etc., for care and treatment. Instead of joining in the 
erection of a district hospital for tuberculosis, as hereinafter provided 
for, the county commissioners may contract with the board of trustees, 
-as hereinafter provided for, of a district hospital, the county commis- 
sioners of a county now maintaining a county hospital for tuberculosis 
or with the proper officer of a municipality where such hospital has 
been constructed, for the care and treatment of the inmates of such in- 
firmary or other residents of the county who are suffering from pul- 
monary tuberculosis. The commissioners of the county in which such 
patients reside shall pay to the board of trustees of the district hos- 
pital or into the proper fund of the county maintaining a hospital for 
tuberculosis, or into the proper fund of the city receiving such patients, 
the actual cost incurred in their care and treatment, and other neces- 
sartes, and they shall also pay for their transportation. Provided, that 
the county commissioners of any county may contract for the care 
and treatment of the inmates of the county infirmary or other residents 
of the county suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis with an associa- 
tion or corporation, incorporated under the laws of Ohio for the ex- 
clusive purpose of caring for and treating persons suffering from pul- 
monary tuberculosis; but no such contract shall be made until the in- 
stitution has been fechacted and approved by the state board of health, 
and such approval may be withdrawn and such contracts shall be can- 
. celled if, in the judgment of the state board of health, the institution is 
not managed in a proper manner. Provided, Gowewer that if such ap- 
proval is withdrawn, the board of trustees of such institution may 
have the right of appeal to the governor and attorney general and their 
decision shall be final. (99 v. 121, as amended April 17, 1913.) 


Section 3144. Powers of state board of health as to removal 
of inmates, In any county which has not provided for a county 
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hospital for tuberculosis, or which has not joined in the erection of a 
district hospital for tuberculosis, the state board of health, upon a 
proper presentation of the facts, may order any inmate of the infirmary 
who is suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis removed to a municipal, 
county, or district hospital for tuberculosis, but such removal shall not 
be made without the consent of the inmate, if a suitable place outside 
of the infirmary, approved by the state board of health, is provided for 
his or her care and treatment. The state board of health upon a 
proper presentation of facts, shall also have authority to order re- 
moved to a municipal, county or district hospital for pulmonary tu- 
berculosis, any person suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis, when in 
the opinion of the state or a local board of health, such person is a 
menace to the public and cannot receive suitable care or treatment at 
home, provided however, that such person shall have the right to re- 
move from the state. (99 v. 121, as amended April 17, 1913.) 


Section 3145. Applicants; investigation of. The medical su- 
perintendent shall investigate applicants for admission to the hospital 
for tuberculosis who are not inmates of the county infirmary and may 
require satisfactory proofs that they are in need of proper care an‘l 
have pulmonary tuberculosis. The board of trustees may require from 
any such applicant admitted from the county or counties maintaining 
the hospital a payment not exceeding the actual cost incurred in their 
care and treatment, including necessaries and cost of transportation, 
or such less sum as they may deem advisable, owing to the financial 
condition of the applicant. (99 v. 63, as amended April 17, 1913.) 


Section 3146. Purpose of district hospital. The district hos- 
pital for pulmonary tuberculosis, as hereinafter provided for, shall be 
devoted to the care and treatment of those admitted to the county in- 
firmary within the district afflicted with pulmonary tuberculosis, and 
of other residents of the district suffering from the disease and in need 
of proper care and treatment. (99 v. 63, as amended April 17, 1913.) 


Section 3147. Supervision by state board of health. The 
state board of health shall have general supervision of county and dis- 
trict hospitals for tuberculosis and shall prescribe and may enforce 
such rules and regulations for their government as it deems necessary. 
All persons in charge of or employed at such hospitals or residents 
thereof, shall faithfully obey and comply with all such rules: and reg- 
ulations. The location, plans and estimates of cost for all district hos- 
pital for tuberculosis shall be submitted to and approved by the state 
board of health, and the board of state charities. (99 v. 63, amende | 


April 17, 1913.) 
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Section 3148. Joint county hospital for tuberculosis patients. 
The commissioners of any two or more counties not to exceed ten, 
may form themselves into a joint board for the purpose of establish- 
ing and maintaining a district hospital, provided there is no municipal 
tuberculosis hospital therein for care and treatment of persons suffer- 
ing from pulmonary tuberculosis (commonly called consumption) or 
laryngeal tuberculosis, and may provide the necessary funds for the 
purchase of a site, which site shall be separate and apart from the in- 
firmary boundaries in any county and also may provide for the erection 
of the necessary buildings thereon; and provided further that where any 
number of counties have already constructed and are operating a dis- 
trict tuberculosis hospital, other counties may joint such counties for 
enlargement and use of such hospital. Any new district or addition to 
a district shall be approved by the state board of health. (100 v. 87, 
as amended April 17, 1913.) 

Section 3149. May appropriate property; donation. In the 
selection and acquirement of such site the joint board shall have the 
same powers for the appropriation of lands as are conferred upon 
boards of trustees of benevolent institutions of the state. They may re- 
ceive and hold in trust for the use and benefit of such institution, any 
grant or devise of land, and any donation or bequest of money or other 
personal property that may be made for the establishment or support 
thereof. (100 v. 87 § 6.) 

Section 3150. Board of trustees; term, vacancies, removals. 
As soon as possible after organization, the joint board shall appoint a 
board of trustees to consist of one member from each county repre- 
sented. Such trustees shall hold their offices as follows: One for one 
year, one for two years, and where three counties are represented, one 
for three years, and, where four counties are represented, one for four 
years, and, where five counties are represented, one for five years, and 
annually thereafter the joint board of commissioners shall appoint one 
trustee for a term of as many years as there are counties represented, 
and until his successor is appointed and qualified. Any vacancy shall 
be filled by an appointment in like manner for the unexpired term of 
the original appointment. The joint board of commissioners may re- 
move any trustee for good and sufficient cause aftet a hearing upon 
written charges. (100 v. 87 § 7.) 

Section 3151. Powers of trustees. Subject to the pruvisions 
of this chapter, such board of trustees shall prepare plans and speci- 
fications and proceed to erect and furnish the necessary buildings for a 
district hospital for tuberculosis. They shall appoint, a suitable per- 
son medical superintendent of the hospital, who shall not be removed 
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except for cause, and, upon the recommendation of the superintendent, 
such nurses and other employes as may be necessary for the proper 
conduct of the hospital. The trustees shall fix the compensation of the 
medical superintendent and other employes. Subject to the rules and” 
regulations prescribed by the board of trustees, the superintendent shall 
have entire charge and control of the hospital. The trustees shall serve 
without compensation, but their necessary expenses when engaged in 
the business of the board shall be paid. The trustees, medical supers 
intendent or nurses of such hospital are authorized to attend con- 
ferences where the care, treatment or prevention of pulmonary tuber- 
culosis is a subject for consideration. (100 v. 87, as amended April 
17, 1913.) 

Section 3152. Cost and maintenance; quarterly statement. 
The first cost of the hospital, and the cost of all betterments and ad- 
ditions thereto, shall be paid by the counties comprising the district, in 
proportion to the taxable property of each county outside of a mu- 
nicipality having a tuberculosis hospital as shown by their respective 
duplicates. To meet the expenses incurred in the purchase of a site 
and for the erection of buildings or for the purpose of enlarging, im- 
proving or rebuilding thereof, the commissioners may borrow such 
sum or sums of money as may be apportioned to the county, at a rate 
of interest not to exceed six per cent. per annum, and issue the bonds of 
the county to secure the payment of the principal and interest thereof. 
Such principal and interest shall be paid as provided in section 2435 of 
the General Code. A statement shall be prepared quarterly showing 
the per capita daily cost for the current expenses of maintaining such 
hospital, including the cost of the ordinary repairs, and each county in 
the district shall pay its share of such cost as determined by the num- 
ber of days the total number of patients from such county have spent 
in the hospital during the quarter, but the sum paid by patients from 
such county for their treatment therein shall be deducted from this 
amount. The boards of commissioners of counties jointly main- 
taining a district hospital for tuberculosis shall make annual assess- 
ments of taxes sufficient to support and defray the necessary expense 
of maintenance of such hospital. (100 v. 88, as amended April 17, 
1913.) 

Section 3152-1. All taxes levied by the county commissioners of 
any county under the provisions of section thirty-one hundred and fifty- 
two shall, when collected, be paid over to the trustees of the district 
tuberculosis hospital upon the warrant of the county auditor, at the 
same time that school and township moneys are paid to the respective 
treasurers; and the board of trustees shall receipt therefor and deposit 
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said funds to its credit in a bank or banks or trust company to be desig- 
nated by it, and said bank or trust company shall give to said board, 
a bond therefor in an amount at least equal to the amount so as afore- 
said deposited; and thereupon said funds may be disbursed by said 
board of trustees for the uses and purposes of said district tuberculosis 
hospital, and accounted for as provided in the foregoing sections. Each 
trustee shall give bond for the faithful performance of his duties in 
such sum as may be fixed by the joint board of commissioners, the ex- 
pense of such bond, if any, shall be paid out of the fund for the main- 
tenance of the hospital. The bond of each trustee after being approved 
by the joint board of commissioners shall be filed with the auditor of 
the county represented by him. (ror v. 363.) 

Section 3153. Meetings; annual report. Such board of trus- 
tees shall meet monthly, and at such other times as they deem necessary. 
On the first Monday in April of each year they shall file with the joint 
board of county commissioners and with the state board of health an 
annual report of the operation of such district hospital, including a 
statement of all receipts and expenditures during the year, and at such 
time shall certify the amount necessary to maintain and improve the 
hospital for the ensuing year. The county commissioners maintaining a 
county hospital for tuberculosis on the first Monday in April of each 
year, shall file with the state board of health an annual report of the 
operations of such county hospital including a statement of all receipts 
and expenditures during the year. (roo y. 87, as amended April. 17, 
1913.) 

Section 3153-1. Appointment of nurses. The medical super- 
intendent of any county or district tuberculosis hospital may appoint, 
subject to the approval of the state board of health, one or more in- 
structing and visiting nurses who may visit any house or place in the 
county or district wherein there is a case of tuberculosis. In such 
counties as have not constructed a county hospital for tuberculosis, or 
joined in the construction of a district tuberculosis hospital, the county 
commissioners may appoint one or more instructing and visiting nurses 
who may visit any home or place in the county wherein there is a case 
of tuberculosis, but such appointment shall be subject to the approval 
of the state board of health. (Passed April 18, 1913.) 

Section 3153-2. Supervision of nurses. Such nurses shall be 
subject to the supervision of the medical superintendent of the county 
or district tuberculosis hospital and the state board of health. Where 
such appointments are made by the board of county commissioners, 
such nurses shall be subject to the supervision of the county commis- 
sioners and the state board of health. (Passed April 18, 1913.) 
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Section 3153-3. Compensation. The board of county com- 
missioners in counties not supporting a tuberculosis hospital or the 
board of trustees of such hospitals shall fix the compensation of such 
nurses. Such compensation and the necessary expenses incurred by. 
such nurses shall be paid from the poor fund of the county, or from 
the funds provided for the hospital for tuberculosis. (Passed April 


18, 1913.) 


